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History of the French Oil Mill Machinery Company 

W 
, nnN Alf red  W. French  

came to Piqua, O., at  the 

turn  of the century,  P iqua  was the 

('enter ()f the flaxseed-crushing in- 

dustry.  Six linseed oil mills were 

operat ing in t)iqua, processing flax- 

s(,ed grown in this area into cake 

and linseed oil. 

Mr. French  was a skilled me- 

chanic and inventor  a l ready asso- 

ciated with the oil mill ing industry.  

In  1900 he formed The French  Oil 

Mill Machinery  Company  with 

M. E. Barber  and Wil l iam Cook 

Rogers as associates. The new com- 

pany ft,'st produced and sold a hy- 

draulic cake t r immer  which Mr. 

French had patented.  The company 

prospered and gradual ly  expanded 

into a complete line of hydraul ic  

press machinery,  including stack 

cookers, hydraul ic  presses, accumu- 

lators, pumps,  cake breakers,  and 

cake formers.  

The  f l a x s e e d  c rop  g r a d u a l l y  

moved west and north because flax 

was thought  to exhaust  the soil. 

None is now grown around Piqua, 

and the processors followed the 

crop. The French  Oil Mill Machin- 

ery Company  remained central ly  

located in Piqua,  growing with the 

expanded marke ts  for  cottonseed 

processors in the south and flaxseed 

in the north.  As the soybean in- 

dus t ry  grew in the midwest, ever- 
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increasing markets  for  improved 

processing machinery  came close at 

hand. 

Fore ign markets  were also a 

profitable source of machinery  busi- 

ness. French  equipment  is found 

in most countries of the world 

wherever  oil seeds are processed. 

Mr. French  took his family  on a 

t r ip  around the worhl short ly a f te r  

World W a r  I, dur ing  which he 

Assembly department 

promoted the sale of equipment  in 

various countries and visited many  

of o u r  e x i s t i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  

Shor t ly  a f te rwards  he was killed 

in an automobile accident in San 

Francisco. His  widow, Mrs. Grace 

A. French,  was made president,  and 

Charles B. Upton,  who came with 

the company in 1906 as office man- 

ager and purchas ing  agent, was 

made vice president  and  general  

m a n a g e r ,  a s i tuat ion that  still 

exists. A. W. F rench  J r .  is ve ry  

active in the company as vice presi- 

dent and t reasurer .  

The French  organization of engi- 

neers, product ion supervisors, sales- 

men, and mechanics has grown 

steadily and securely with almost 

no turn-over.  We are a remarkably  

stable organization, divided into 

groups of specialists handl ing me- 

chan i ca l  sc rew-presses ,  so lvent -  

extraction equipment,  rendering 

equipment,  and Sl)(~('ial industrial  

hydraul ic  presses. 

In  recent years al)plications in 

the paper,  rubber,  and other gen- 

eral chemical industries have been 

opened up  by adapt ing s tandard  

eqnipment  to specialized require- 

ments. 

The oil-milling equipment  in- 

dus t ry  has been very competitive, 

to the benefit of the processors. In  

a small company,  specializing in a 

single industry,  i t  is remarkable  

how the principles of the free- 

enterprise system, which we enjoy 

in the Uni ted  States, set in quickly. 

E x t r a  effort is rewarded.  Improved  

processes and increased efficiency 

are continuous, spurred  on by com- 

petition. Since our company pros- 

pers only in propor t ion to the oil- 

seed-processing industry,  we iden- 

t i fy  our long-term interest  with 

tha t  of the indus t ry  and  welcome 

the competi t ive atmosphere even 

though it keeps us hustling. 

R. P. H u w c m ~ s ,  technical 

director, Ext rac t ion  Division 

JOURNAL A,O,C,S., NOVEMBEI¢ 1960 (Vow. 37)  


